8             THE FREE   PRESS
These general characters were present in the Press even in its infancy,   when  each   news-sheet still covered but a comparatively small circle;   when   distribution   was   difficult,   and when the audience addressed was also select and in some measure able to criticize whatever was presented to it.     But though present they had no great force;  for the adventure of a newspaper was limited.    The older method of obtaining news was still remembered and used. The regular readers   of   anything,   paper  or book,   were  few, and  those  few cared much more for the quality of what they read than for its  amount.     Moreover,   they  had  some means of judging its truth and value.
In this early phase, moreover, the Press was necessarily highly diverse. One man could print and sell profitably a thousand copies of his version of a piece of news, of his opinions, or those of his clique. There were hundreds of other men who, if they took the pains, had the means to set out a rival account and a rival opinion. We shall see how, as Capitalism grew, these safeguards decayed and the bad characters described were increased to their present enormity.